How to change your gearbox oil

Tools

Square section socket, wheel brace, flathead screw driver, axle stand and jack, oil pan

Parts

Gearbox oil ( 2 litres), new gearbox sump plug washer
Jack up your car near the front left side and pop it on the axle stand. It will make things a lot easier if you can do this on a slope, so that the car still appears to be level. If you cant find a slope you will have to jack up both sides of the car. The car must remain level for this to work properly!

Remove the nearside front wheel.

Cover the area under the gearbox in newspaper, put on old clothes! Position the pan under the gearbox drain plug. Using the square section socket unscrew the drain plug. As the plug becomes loose, take off the ratchet and unscrew the final turns by hand. As you feel it undo completely press the plug against the gearbox to hold the oil in, then suddenly release it, catching the oil in the pan, watch as the flow lessens and move the pan as necessary.

Wait till the oil slows to a trickle.

Now clean the end of the drain plug (it is magnetic and will have a sludge of metal filings on it) with a rag. When the oil has fully drained, fit a new washer to the gearbox drain plug and refit it, fully tightening it too.

Now undo the gearbox refilling plug (same as the drain plug just higher up) and clean that too.

Now go to the wheel arch and un-pop a few of the plastic rivets that hold the wheel arch liner too the body. You should now be able to bend the liner upwards and be able to refill the gearbox very easily. Get your new oil and squeeze it slowly into the gearbox.

Once you put in 2 litres it will be full, so fit a new washer to the refill plug and refit it, tightening it fully.

Refit the plastic washers to the arch liner.

…oh and don’t forget to put the wheel back on either :P

